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“Teaching About Slavery, Africans and Their Descendants in Mexican Elementary and
Junior High Education.”
The textbooks edited by the Mexican Ministry of Education (SEP, for its name in Spanish) for
students of elementary and junior high education have several mentions of slavery, Africans
and their descendants. However, there is not enough information or activities to explain its
complexity and importance. Slavery is associated to indigenous people, Africans and their
descendants but its magnitude and influence are diminished. Slaves are shown as chained
black Africans, while Africans are presented as poor people of foreign origin. By doing so,
children and teenagers are given scarce opportunities to understand the diversity and
importance of Africans and other people who have been –or still are– enslaved, as well as to
be sensitive on its consequences or the strategies for fighting against it.
Using content analysis of the depiction of Africans and slavery in elementary and
junior high education text books edited by the SEP, this paper shows the official
representation of these. In addition, material from interviews to Mexican children and
teenagers about these topics, as well as some teachers’ experiences, show evidence of how
the content of textbooks is translated into everyday life.

